The purpose of this bill is to make possible the perpetuation of the supply of'raw material for the growing American industr}' of manufacturing pearl buttons from the shells of fresh-water mussels and the industries collateral to it.
B}^reason of the g-rowth and development of this industry the supply of mussel shells is threatened with exhaustion.
By establishing the station proposed in this bill it is believed that the question of artificial propagation will be completely solved,
and that the supply of these shells will be perpetuated by propagation which can henceforth be carried on without material additional expense to the Government. United States from fresh water mussels.
The sale of pearls and baroques which are found in these fresh water mussels has grown to large proportions, and a conservative estimate would place the value of these pearls at $1,000,000 per annum. 
